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[Sample of before-contest media release]





FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE





The ____________________ announces an Essay/Media contest titled “What is a Bully?” for all students enrolled in public, private (including home), or parochial schools in _______________. The purpose of the contest is to allow teachers to engage their students in discussions on the consequences of bullying on the bully, the target, and the bystander witness, discussions that may help to reduce violence in our communities both now and in the future.





Contest Timeline, Deadlines





The Contest will begin the week of Monday, September 13, 2010, and end six weeks later, by Friday, October 29, 2010. Judging will take place beginning November 1, 2010, and winners will be notified by November 12, 2010. Media releases will be sent in mid-August announcing the contest, and again in November announcing the winners.





Eligible Entries





Students may submit essays, poetry, other written work, songs (written or recorded), Video, Power Point presentations or other artwork in three categories: K through 4th grades, 5th through 8th grades, and high school. Entries may be from individual students, or submitted as a class. The project must be students’ original work and thoughts. No living being may be harmed in the making of the piece—any bullying depictions must be dramatizations.





All essays and other written work must be typewritten and be in English, no longer than 700 words.





Recorded songs and video must be no longer than 3 minutes. PowerPoint presentations may not exceed 15 slides.





The Family Violence Prevention Council is a community coalition bringing together concerned citizens, the judiciary, law enforcement, social service agencies, educators, health care professionals and the faith community to address the issues of interpersonal violence in all its forms. Information about the Council, including rules for the contest, can be found at � HYPERLINK "http://www.familyviolence13.org" ��www.familyviolence13.org�.














