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[Sample of end-of-contest media release]





FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE


Mr. Bodett’s class at Circuit Breaker School, Seneca, IL, is the winner of the Essay/Media Contest for students in LaSalle County titled, “What is a Bully?” The LaSalle County Community Awareness Committee of the Thirteenth Judicial Circuit Family Violence Prevention Council (Council) sponsored the contest as a way to encourage educators to address the issue of violence with their students.





Mr. Bodett said, “ We had a lot of fun listened to different kinds of music to set the lyrics to. After discussing what to do about the different kinds of violence out there, the kids spent a lot of time writing the lyrics.” The winning lyrics were six verses with lines such as “Be a peacemaker and … give hugs,” and Think out your choices … wisely,” set to the music from “I Fought the Law and the Law Won.”





The contest was open to all LaSalle County students enrolled in public, private (including home), or parochial schools. Essays, poetry, other written work, songs (written or recorded), video, Power Point presentations or other artwork were eligible for students from K through 12.





Mr. Bodett’s students were awarded prizes from Target of Peru, Wendy’s of Ottawa,  Pizza Hut of Ottawa, and Culver’s of Peru for their winning entry. They have been invited to present their work at the Council’s next scheduled LaSalle County Committee meeting on December 2, 2009 at 1:30 p.m.





The Family Violence Prevention Council is a community coalition bringing together concerned citizens, the judiciary, law enforcement, social service agencies, educators, health care professionals and the faith community to address the issues of interpersonal violence in all its forms. Information about the Council, including rules for the contest, can be found at � HYPERLINK "http://www.familyviolence13.org" ��www.familyviolence13.org�.





Mr. Bodett can be reached at Circuit School at _____________.











