Essay & Media Contest Rules

“What Is A Bully?”

The Essay/Media Contest is open to all students enrolled in public, private (including home), or parochial schools in Bureau, Grundy and LaSalle Counties. Each county will have a separate contest, three in all.

Contest Timeline, Deadlines
The Contest will begin the week of Monday, September 13, 2010, and end six weeks later, by Friday, October 29, 2010. Judging will take place beginning November 1, 2010, and winners will be notified by November 12, 2010. Media releases will be sent in mid-August announcing the contest, and again in November announcing the winners.
Eligible Entries

Students may submit essays, poetry, other written work, songs (written or recorded), Video, Power Point presentations or other artwork in three categories: K through 4th grades, 5th through 8th grades, and high school. Entries may be from individual students, or submitted as a class. The project must be students’ original work and thoughts. No living being may be harmed in the making of the piece, any bullying depictions must be dramatizations.
All essays and other written work must be typewritten and be in English, no longer than 700 words. Words will be counted regardless of length; hyphenated words and numbers will count as one word.  The title and punctuation marks will not be considered as part of the word count. 

Recorded songs and video must be no longer than 3 minutes. PowerPoint presentations may not exceed 15 slides.
The submission may not have the student’s name written on it, nor may students identify themselves, their school, or their town in the project. Instead, the attached cover sheet must accompany the project. When received by the Council, the project and the cover sheet will be given an identifying number, and the cover sheet will be removed and retained for future reference so that all entries will be reviewed by judges anonymously.

Criteria for Judging

Entries which meet all qualifications will be judged as follows:

Addresses Theme:
20 points

Clarity of Ideas:

30 points

Theme Development:
50 points

Prizes

All recipients will receive a certificate of appreciation. We anticipate that three winners will be chosen in each county: one for grades K – 4; one for grades 5 – 8, and one for grades 9 – 12; however, the judges have discretion to change the number of winners based upon quality and quantity of submissions. The winners will receive prizes.

Submitting Entries

Submit entries to: ______________________________________ no later than 5:00 p.m. on Friday, October 29, 2010. Entries can either be mailed, hand delivered, or e-mailed ____________________. All entries become the property of _______________________________________________ for use in their efforts to prevent violence.
COVER SHEET FOR ESSAY/MEDIA CONTEST ENTRY

Name:  __________________________________________________________

Address:  ________________________________________________________

Town:  __________________________________________________________

County: _________________________________________________________

Home Phone:  ____________________________________________________

Age:  __________________
Grade in School: __________________________

School Attended:  _________________________________________________

Parent’s or Legal Guardian’s Name:  __________________________________


I HAVE READ AND UNDERSTAND THE STATED CONTEST RULES:


Signature:  _______________________________________________________

Date:  ___________________________________________________________

Office Use Only:

Date Received:
_________________________

Number:
 
_________________________

Return to:

